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HIGHLIGHTS 


Current Conditions 


SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER overwintering larvae numerous in sorghum in Maricopa 
County, Arizona. (p. 3). 


Additional CALIFORNIA RED SCALE infestation found on citrus at Tucson, Arizona. 
(p. 3). 


Detection 


New State records include two NOCTUID MOTHS from California (p. 5) and one from 
Arkansas (p. 3); a PYRALID MOTH from Missouri (p. 4). 


For new county records see page 5. 
Special Reports 
State Survey Coordinators. (pp. 6-8). 


Cooperative Survey Entomologists. (pp. 9-10). 


Survey Methods. Selected References 1947. Part XXIII. (pp. 11-12). 


— 


Reports in this issue are for the week ending December 26 unless otherwise 
indicated. 
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WEATHER OF THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 29 


HIGHLIGHTS: A cooling trend dropped temperatures over the West. Cold continued 
over the East which experienced one of the stormiest weeks in weather history. 


PRECIPITATION: Four storm systems dominated the weather last week. An intense 
Pacific storm caused high winds and heavy rain throughout the week along the 
Washington, Oregon, and northern California coast with snow in the Cascades and 
Sierras and across the northern Great Basin to the Rocky Mountians. Snow depths 
reached 50 to 80 inches in Washington's Cascades. Little precipitation occurred 
along the eastern slopes of the northern and central Rockies, but snow fell early 
in the week from the northern and central Great Plains to New York and New 
England, and rain drenched the Atlantic coast. Mixtures of snow and freezing rain 
fell between the snow belt and the rain along the coast. In the Lewiston, Water- 
ville, and Bucksport area of Maine, ice accumulated on wires to 4 inches in 
diameter. Many trees and powerlines were down and thousands of homes were with- 
out power and heat. Snow steadily piled up in Minnesota and Iowa accumulating 
from 12 to 24 inches in portions of the former State. Thursday, Christmas Day, 
was stormy over much of the Nation. Cold rain continued along the Pacific coast. 
Killer tornadoes occurred in Louisiana. Violent thunderstorms occurred in the 
Southeastern States with tornadoes in Florida. Heavy snow with increasing winds 
fell in the central Appalachians and began in the Northeast. The storm in the 
Northeast continued over the weekend becoming one of the worst blizzards in the 
20th Century. Snow fall totals ranged from 20-28 inches from the Finger Lakes to 
the Hudson and Champlain River Valleys. With 2 to 4 feet in Vermont, the strong 
winds which gusted to 50 miles per hour piled the snow in 30-foot drifts in parts 
of Vermont which was declared a disaster area. Heavy rain along the coastal 
portion of New England where 24-hour totals approached 6 inches caused serious 
flooding of highways and basements. Late in the week, a storm dumped heavy snow 
from eastern New Mexico to the Missouri Bootheel and rain eastward over the Ohio 
River Valley. 


Weather continued on page 5. 


SPECIAL INSECTS OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 


GREENBUG (Schizaphis graminum) - ARIZONA - No buildup in winter wheat and barley 
this period. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). KANSAS - Ranged up to 15 per linear foot of 

wheat in Hodgeman, Ford, Trego, Lane, and Scott Counties December 9 and 10; none 
found in wheat in Reno, Ness, Gove, Finney, Gray, Comanche, Butler, and Barber 
Counties. (Redding). Currently none found on wheat in Barton, Stafford, Pratt, 
Rice, McPherson, Marion, Dickinson, Rush, and Ellis Counties. (Martinez). 

ARKANSAS - Biotype C collected on sorghum in Washington County September 16, 1969, 
by W.P. Boyer. Determined by H.L. Chada. Although S. graminum has long been a 

pest in State, this is first record of biotype C. (Boyer). 


CORN, SORGHUM, SUGARCANE 


SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER (Diatraea grandiosella) - ARIZONA - Many larvae over- 
wintering in stalks and crowns of cut and uncut sorghum in Maricopa County. (Ariz. 
Coop. Sur.). 


FORAGE LEGUMES 


BEET ARMYWORM (Spodoptera exigua) - ARIZONA - Ranged 0-30 per 100 sweeps of 
alfalfa at Yuma, Yuma County. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). 


A MEALYBUG (Rhizoecus kondonis) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy in alfalfa at Knights Landing, 
Yolo County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


A LYGUS BUG (Lygus sp.) - ARIZONA - Averaged 30 per 100 sweeps of alfalfa on Yuma 
Mesa in Yuma County; one-third nymphs. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). 


PEA APHID (Acyrthosiphon pisum) - NEW MEXICO - Mostly nymphs, light and spotted 
in most alfalfa in Bernalillo County. (Heninger). Ranged 2-4 per square foot in 
Eddy County. (Mathews). 


MISCELLANEOUS FIELD CROPS 


A NOCTUID MOTH (Stibadium spumosum) - ARKANSAS - Larvae collected on sunflower in 
Crittenden County by W.P. Boyer, July 16, 1969. Determined by D.M. Weisman. This 
is a new State record. (Boyer, Rouse). Also occurs in Arizona, California, 
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, Texas, Utah. (PPD). 


CITRUS 


AN ARMORED SCALE (Unaspis citri) - FLORIDA - Scattered on 10 percent of 10,000 
citrus trees in nursery at Apopka, Orange County, December 19 (Graddy); all 
instars light to moderate on about 10 percent of 12,000 citrus trees in nursery 
at Yalaha, Lake County (Henderson). 


CALIFORNIA RED SCALE (Aonidiella aurantii) - ARIZONA - One additional infestation 
found at Tucson, Pima County. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). 


OTHER TROP. & SUBTROP. FRUITS 


A BARK BEETLE (Xylosandrus compactus) - FLORIDA - Continues problem on many kinds 
of plants. Adults abundant on branches of avocado and mango at Homestead, Dade 
County, December 4-11. (Wolfenbarger). 


ORNAMENTALS 


AN APHID (Neophyllaphis podocarpi) - FLORIDA - Adults on 25 percent of 200 
Podocarpus macrophylius plants in nursery at Orlando, Orange County, December 
12. (Ware). This recently introduced species becoming more widespread in penin- 
sula area. (Fla. Coop. Sur.). 


TEA SCALE (Fiorinia theae) - FLORIDA - All instars moderate on Camellia japonica 
in nursery at Ocala, Marion County, December 16 (Holder); moderate to severe 
on 200 C. japonica at Ormond Beach, Volusia County, December 18 (Holley, Pott). 


FOREST AND SHADE TREES 


A PYRALID MOTH (Herculia intermedialis) - MISSOURI - Larvae damaged foliage of 
juniper at Rolla, Phelps County, summer 1969; adults emerged indoors September 
14 to November 6. Two adults collected at lights at Columbia, Boone County, 
June 27, 1966, and July 2, 1969, by W.S. Craig. These are new State and county 
records. (Munson). Reported from Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode Island, Also known from spruce, 
(PPD). 


MAN AND ANIMALS 


SCREW-WORM (Cochliomyia hominivorax) - No cases reported in U.S. December 21-27. 
Total of 36 Taboratory-confirmed cases reported in portion of Barrier Zone in 
Republic of Mexico December 14-20 as follows: Sonora 30, Chihuahua 2, Coahuila l, 
Tamaulipas 3. Total of 8 cases reported in Mexico south of Barrier Zone. Barrier 
Zone is area where eradication operation underway to prevent establishment of 
self-sustaining population in U.S. Sterile screw-worm flies released: Texas 
568,000; Mexico 86,440,000. (Anim. Health Div.). 


HOG LOUSE (Haematopinus suis) - MISSISSIPPI - Averaged less than 1 behind each 
ear on 50 hogs at State College, Oktibbeha County. (Sartor). 


FEDERAL AND STATE PLANT PROTECTION PROGRAMS 


CARIBBEAN FRUIT FLY (Anastrepha suspensa) - FLORIDA - Trapped 2,984 during 
November 1969; counts Show increase in 8 counties, decrease in 13; total decrease 
30 percent statewide from previous years. (PPD). 


CITRUS BLACKFLY (Aleurocanthus woglumi) - MEXICO - Biological Control Zone - 
Inspected 56,029 trees in municipios Hidalgo, Guemez, Padilla, and Llera in 
Tamaulipas; total of 787 trees infested. Chemical Control Zone - Inspected 47,881 
trees in 6 municipios of Nuevo Leon and 1,794 trees in 4 municipios of Tamaulipas. 
Total of 1,442 trees infested in municipios Cadereyta, Hualahuises, and 
Montemorelos, Nuevo Leon. Total of 35 trees infested in Reynosa, Tamaulipas. This 
is a new city record. Inspected 2,333 trees in 3 municipios in Sonora and 3 
municipios in Baja California, all negative. (PPD Mex. Reg., Nov.). 


IMPORTED FIRE ANT (Solenopsis saevissima richteri) - ALABAMA - Winged males 
emerged from mounds throughout south and central areas. No females observed in 
flight. (Barwood et al.). 


PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophora gossypiella) - MEXICO - Survey in western area com- 
pleted during November. At Caborca, 699 bushels of gin trash revealed 9,636 larvae, 
while 1,398 moths trapped at Mexicali and 1,191 at San Luis. (PPD Mex. Reg.) 


SOYBEAN CYST NEMATODE (Heterodera glycines) - INDIANA - Specimens collected in 
Posey County by R.L. Cummings, August 13, 1969. Determined by V.H. Owens and con- 
firmed by A.M. Golden. This is a new county record. (PPD). 


HAWAII INSECT REPORT 


General Vegetables - Larval damage of BEET ARMYWORM (Spodoptera exigua) heavy to 
severe in 1.5 acres of green onions at Lihue, Kauai; infestation 90 percent. At 
Waianae, Oahu, 20 percent of all leaves in 0.25 acre of green onions infested; 

as much as 50 percent of leaves of some plants affected in both areas. (Sugawa, 
Kawamura, Dec. 19). All instars of BEAN FLY (Melanagromyza phaseoli) heavy in 600 
square feet of snap beans at Haiku, Maui; severe on 95 percent of Seedlings. 

(Ah Sam, Miyahira, Dec. 19). 


Fruits and Nuts - COCONUT SCALE (Aspidiotus destructor) light to moderate on 
Syngonium auritum at Kaneohe, Oahu. Numerous adult scales parasitized by 2 species 
Of EULOPHID WASPS, Aphytis chrysomphali and Aphytis sp. (Funasaki, Dec. 19). 


Forest and Shade Trees - A SOFT SCALE (Coccus elongatus) heavy on twigs of 
several Acacia koa trees at 2,300 feet elevation at Kokee, Kauai. (Sugawa, 
Dec. 19). 


Man and Animals - MOSQUITOES collected from 52 traps during November on Oahu: 
Aedes vexans nocturnus 98, Culex pipiens quinquefasciatus (southern house 
mosquito) 1,835. Aedes catches per trap ranged 0-22 at Laie. Culex catches ranged 
0-240 at Kailua. (Mosq. Contr. Br., Dept. of Health, Dec. 19). 


DETECTION 


New State Records - NOCTUID MOTHS - CALIFORNIA - Single male specimens of Apamea 
AIndocilis and Sideridis rosea trapped in July and May 1969, respectively, a 
Fieldbrooks, Humboldt County, by B. Brothers. Determined by W.R. Bauer. (Cal. 
Coop. Rpt.). A. indocilis occurs in Oregon and Washington; S. rosea occurs in 
eastern U.S, and as far west as Colorado and Alberta. (PPD). 


A NOCTUID MOTH (Stibadium spumosum) - ARKANSAS - Crittenden County (p. 3). 
A PYRALID MOTH (Herculia intermedialis) - MISSOURI - Boone County (p. 4). 


New County Records - A PYRALID MOTH (Herculia intermedialis) - MISSOURI - Phelps 
(p. 4). SOYBEAN CYST NEMATODE (Heterodera glycines) - INDIANA - Posey (p. 4). 


CORRECTIONS 


CEIR 19(52) :906 - CONVERGENT LADY BEETLE (Hippidamia convergens) should read 
CONVERGENT LADY BEETLE (Hippodamia convergens). 


Weather continued from page 2. 


TEMPERATURE: Temperatures averaged above normal from the Pacific Ocean to the 
western Great Plains. The first part of the week was very warm over much of this 
area, but a cooling trend dropped minimums to below freezing as far south as the 
upper Rio Grande and to below zero in the Colorado Rockies. Maximums in the 20's 
and 30's were common from the Canadian border to the central portions of Arizona 
and New Mexico on Sunday. Cold weather persisted over the Central and East 
throughout the week. The West became progressively colder until Christmas Day 
which at some locations was the coldest Christmas on record. Albany, New York, 
set a new record minimum for December when on Christmas Day the temperature 
dropped to 22° below zero. Friday brought subzero temperatures to eastern Iowa 
and northern Illinois. New Orleans, Louisiana, registered 32° Friday morning. 
Much of the lower Missouri, middle Mississippi, and Ohio River Valleys averaged 
uf i more than 12° below normal. (Summary supplied by Environmental Data Service, 
ESSA). 
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